Journal to Stella

LETTER XIX

cannot stir an inch without him in their most material
affairs: and we fear by the caprice of Radcliffe, who will
admit none but his own surgeon,9 he has not been well
lookt after. I dined at an alehouse with Mr. Lewis, but
had his wine. Don't you begin to see the flowers and
blossoms of the field? How busy should I be now at
Laracor? No news of your box? I hope you have it, and
are this minute drinking the chocolate, and that the smell
of the Brazil tobacco has not affected it. I would be glad
to know whether you like it, because I would send you
more by people that are now every day thinking of going
to Ireland; therefore pray tell me, and tell me soon: and
I will have the strong box.

27.  A rainy wretched scurvy day from morning till
night: and my neighbour Vanhomrigh invited me to dine
with them: and this evening I passed at Mr. Prior's with
Dr. Freind; and 'tis now past twelve, so I must go sleep.

28.  Morning.   Oh faith, you're an impudent saucy-
couple of sluttekins for presuming to write so soon, said
I to myself this morning; who knows but there may be a
letter from MD at the Coffee-house?  Well, you must
know, and so, I just now sent Patrick, and he brought
me three letters, but not one from MD, no indeed, for I
read all the superscriptions; and not one from MD. One
I opened, it was from the archbishop;10 t'other I opened,
it was from Staunton; the third I took, and lookt at the
hand. Whose hand is this? says I; yes, says I, whose hand
is this?  Then there was wax between the folds; then I
began to suspect; then I peeped: faith, it was Walls's
hand after all: then I opened it in a rage, and then it was
little MD's hand, dear, little, pretty, charming MD's
sweet hand again. O Lord, en't here a clutter and a stir,
and a bustle, never saw the like.  Faith, I believe yours
lay some days at the post-office, and that it came before

9  See p. 212 n.40

10  Archbishop King's letter of 17 Mar. (Corresp. i. 242), in reply to
Swift's letter of the 8th, which informed him of the Guiscard afiair.
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